Contributing to the Radcliffe Oral History Project had several effects on me
— | enjoyed sharing what | could remember off the top of my head and | was
prompted to dig deeper to articulate my personal view of Radcliffe’s
limitations in educating women. | was also unsettled enough to go into my
own small archives to find what | had collected and written in the past 60
years. My interview was slightly more charitable than what | wrote for the
RadCcliffe Quarterly for June 1981: “Radcliffe in the late 50’s and early 60’s
was not the place to be taken seriously as a future scientist by faculty or
colleagues. Academic achievement was encouraged — that is still the norm.
But the underlying message really was that | should marry a scientist or
doctor, not be one.” It continues to be a disappointment to me that no one
at Radcliffe or Harvard has turned a lens on Radcliffe women to learn how
they lived their lives and navigated second-wave feminism. | do miss the
Radcliffe Quarterly!
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